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GEMS Wellington Academy

SILICON OASIS

Saturday 14" November 2020
RE: Primary Update
Dear WSO Primary Community,

| hope this communication finds you all in good health and good spirits. Time is passing really quickly and
one can really see some exciting learning experiences taking place everywhere. Our students are settled in
school (or remotely) and with systems and structures firmly in place, everyone is able to focus on their
learning skills. This week we were lucky to have a London West End performer come to WSO (Tarinn
Callendar) and work with some of our students and teachers. In other circumstances, we would have loved
for all students to be able to participate in the activities that took place this week, however, due to safety
protocols this was not to be. Please do check out the WSO Instagram pages for video content from this
week.

Key Messages/Updates

KHDA Update: To continue to keep parents up to date with our proposal to bring years 3-6 back into
school 100% on site, | wanted to explain the position we are currently in. Our hope to have children sitting
side by side on a desk (with the large Perspex screen between them) has currently not been approved by
the KHDA. We are hopeful though that if children were to sit at either end of a desk with this screen in
between, we would still be able to safely fit 1 class of students into a classroom. We are currently putting
‘mock’ classrooms together with how this would look and will share this with the KHDA. For those parents
of years 3-6 who are wanting a 100% return to school, we appreciate the patience you are showing; please
believe me when | say that we are working incredibly hard for this to happen as soon as possible.

UAE National Day: With National Day celebrations at WSO due to take place on Sunday 29" November,
this is a pre-warning to ensure everyone is ready to dress up as part of the day! National dress is
recommended to embrace the culture, however other forms of dress-up with UAE colours or accessories
will be great as well. More information will be shared on class seesaw pages.

Upcoming Events and Dates

Meet the Parent Week begins (15" November, over 2 weeks) — Live zoom sessions between teachers and
parents.

Specialist Meet the Parent Week (22" November) - Live zoom sessions between specialist teachers and
parents.

BETS

EDUCATION




As always, thank you for your continued support. We are still very much in the midst of a global pandemic,
however every day there is hope and optimism for the future. Many people are facing personal challenges
and it is so important that we all work together and support everyone around us. The leadership team at
the school are always here to help our families, whether via zoom, email or a phone call. Please do reach
out if we can help you in any way.

Stay safe and see you soon!

Warm Regards
Nathan Sadler

Primary Principal
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