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GEMS Wellington Academy

SILICON OASIS

Thursday 26" November 2020
Primary Update

Dear WSO Primary Community,

| hope this communication finds you all in good health and good spirits. November is almost over and we
have truly entered the wonderful weather of Dubai that we all appreciate and enjoy so much. For the many
of us who remained here during the hot summer months, it is definitely a welcomed change! With news
spreading of successful vaccines being created to fight against COVID-19, we are all hoping we are reaching
a turning point and can look forward to a brighter immediate future. Remaining positive and supporting
those around us continues to be so important during this time.

We have just finished mindfulness youth week at school, which incorporated activities and support for
students, parents and staff. Thank you to the parents who joined the mindfulness sessions via Zoom;
remaining grounded and aware of one’s own health and mental state is an important life skill. We have
also just about finished a full round of online parent consultations with teachers and specialists. For
specialists, we used a new piece of software to organise and run these online sessions. There has been
both positive and constructive feedback from parents and teachers, and we will continue to ensure we
reflect and improve where necessary. What was excellent to see was engagement from working parents
from their place of work; it really is an excellent example of how technology can be used to enhance our
communication and practices.

Apologies in advance for the slightly longer edition this week, however there is some really positive news
for you toread ...

Key Messages/Updates

A 100% Re-opening Update: WE HAVE GOOD NEWS! Our proposal has been accepted and we are now able
to move forward with the following changes to our educational offering:
e KS2 (Years 3,4,5&6) will be able to attend school every day of the week, starting from Sunday 3"
January 2021
e Year 2 will be able to move into one classroom (if they have not already)
e FS and Year 1 will be able to move into one classroom, with large 6ft plastic divides placed
between bubbles of no more than 10 (if they have not already)
e Outdoor Learning lessons will be able to start outside, once the sand areas have been covered with
artificial grass (hoping for a Term 2 start)

We are able to make these changes as children will now be able to share 1 table between 2, with a large
acrylic transparent divide attached to the centre of the table (picture below). | want to make it very clear
that the health and safety of our student, your children, will not be compromised by these changes. Our
staff will still enforce social distancing and hygiene procedures.

EDUCATION




Additionally, where we would love to see all children back in the Academy, there will still be access to
remote learning for the children choosing to remain learning online.

This online learning will look different for KS2 due to the teachers being on site every day. A fully
comprehensive Term 2 parent guidance will be shared during the last week of term, including a detailed
explanation of any changes in comparison to Term 1.

Mask exemption: Please read the following guidance from the KHDA:

Please note that masks are still mandatory for everyone at school above the age of six years. If a
student has a medical condition which necessitates an exemption to wearing a face mask, parents
must apply for an exemption through the Dubai Police portal by using
https://www.dxbpermit.gov.ae/home

Applications are typically processed within five days, and parents will have to provide supporting
medical documents as part of the application. If the application is approved by Dubai Police, the
student may be exempt from wearing a mask on campus, but must follow all other social distancing
and health and safety protocols.

Seesaw and Teacher expectations: As you can imagine, the changes to teaching and learning that have
taken place over the last 9 months have been huge! The advancement of technology use, especially seesaw
in primary, has opened up a completely new way of learning. Our teaching staff are of course superhero’s
and incredibly dedicated to their jobs, which is to educate your children. However, we are extremely
passionate about supporting wellbeing for all, including our staff. Teachers can receive up to 1000 seesaw
notifications in one day alone! On top of that, due to the flexible nature of seesaw, students or parents can
submit work or communicate at all hours of the day, which we respect completely. All | ask from parents is
to understand that teachers acknowledging work might take place the day or two after. Additionally, if a
seesaw activity was completed on site with the class teacher, there is not an expectation for our teachers
to then go back and acknowledge this work, as they would have done so in the lesson. Thank you for your
understanding with this.




Revamped Website! Since the beginning of the academic year, a creative team from within our school has
been working on new content for our school website. The new website is now live and you can see it by
clicking on the following link. Thank you to everyone involved in its creation; hopefully it encapsulates
everything we are proud of at WSO! https://www.gemswellingtonacademy-dso.com/

Gifts and shared food: Just a gentle reminder that gift and shared food items should not be brought into
the Academy for other students or staff members. At this time of year, in normal circumstances, this would
be taking place to celebrate the end of term. However, we must remain compliant with all health and
safety rules so please do follow this instruction — thank you for your support.

Upcoming Events and Dates

UAE National Day Celebrations (29" November) — Activities and virtual events taking place across the
Academy to celebrate National Day.

UAE Martyrs’ Day (30" November) — WSO will ensure we honour this day respectfully
UAE National Holiday (1-3" December) — The Academy will be closed on these three days — stay safe!

Winter Wonders Week (W/B 6" December) — During the last week of term, there will be multiple festive
activities taking place across Primary. Each day during the last week, students and staff are invited to
participate in dressing up in festive clothing, and optionally donating 5dhs to our registered charity — Dubai
Cares:

e Sunday 6" — winter accessory day

e Monday 7" — winter silly hats day

e Tuesday 8" — winter silly socks day

e Wednesday 9" — winter jumper day

e Thursday 10" — winter jumper day

End of Term 1 Reports (10" December) — Class teachers will be emailing these on the last day of term
Term 2 Parent Guidance Email (10*" December) — Keep an eye out for this!
Last day of Term (10*" December) — Enjoy the last day of the school term!

First Day of Term 2 (Sunday 3™ January 2021) — Make sure you have a negative PCR test result within 48
hours of returning to school if you opt to travel outside of the UAE

As always, thank you for your continued support. Enjoy the long break coming up and see you all very
soon!

Warm Regards

Nathan Sadler
Primary Principal
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