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GEMS Wellington Academy

SILICON OASIS
Thursday 10*" September 2020
Dear WSO Primary Community,

Happy Thursday! We have just completed our first full week back at WSO — congratulations!
Watching many of our students walk through the reception entrance last week was an absolute
joy to see. It has been a real team effort to ensure we have opened safely and | cannot thank
everyone enough for the parts you have all played. | last wrote to the community two weeks ago
when our teaching staff returned back to the Academy. What has been achieved by our team over
these two weeks has been phenomenal, they have set up our Primary School safely and absorbed
and acted on the strict health and safety guidelines. Most importantly, they have (and will
continue to do so) ensured the return to school has been a positive and happy experience for our
students. Every student is unique, and they have reacted to the global pandemic in a variety of
ways, which is why our teachers have initially prioritised student well-being to gain a firm
understanding of how they can be supported best.

Our positive reopening would not have been possible without support from our parent
community. There have been many changes to the functioning of the school, especially with
regards to student drop-off and collection procedures. Your patience, understanding and support
have been appreciated greatly. Lastly, the biggest thank you and well done has to go to our
students! Adaptable, enthusiastic, positive and motivated are just a few adjectives used to
describe their attitudes.

Key Messages

Safety inside and outside of school — Whereas we have opened the school safely, what we cannot
do as a community is become complacent with the strict health and safety procedures we must
follow. COVID-19 cases continue to fluctuate across Dubai and we are all responsible for our
actions to ensure we limit the spread. Inside of school we are following the guidance set out by
the KHDA and Dubai Health Authority and our staff and students are constantly reminded to keep
these standards high. Outside of school, | urge our entire community to follow government
guidance by not having large social gatherings and remembering to always socially distance. The
stricter we all are, the safer our school will be. Whilst inside school, please remember to:
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e Wear your mask correctly if you are an adult or a student in year 2 and above

e Socially distance yourselves from others, especially during drop off and collection
times

e Use the sanitizer machines which are dotted around the school and practice good
hygiene

e For students, to bring their own equipment and not share these with others

Quarantine Rules — In the unfortunate circumstance that there is a positive case of coronavirus in
our school, we will follow our strict procedures by tracing back who has been in recent contact
with this person. This may result in a whole class of students having to quarantine for two weeks.
Luckily we have not been in this position yet however other schools across Dubai have had to do
this. Therefore, we must continue to be strict with our actions at all times.

Stay at home if unwell policy — please read the below extract from our new policy

Purpose: To prevent the spread of disease by breaking the chain of infection in order to
ensure the continuous health and safety of our community.

Aims/objectives:

e Animportant way to reduce the spread of any communicable illness is to keep sick
people away from those who are not sick.

e To ensure that any member of the school community (student/staff/employee)
stays at home when they are feeling unwell and/or exhibiting any COVID-19
associated symptoms.

e Students or staff will not be permitted to enter the school’s premises or will be
isolated according to the incident management protocol if their illness becomes
evident during the day.

e Medical clearance is required to return to school premises following any period of
physical absence.

e To protect our community of students/ staff during this ongoing CoVid -19
pandemic.

Morning Drop-off — Thank you for supporting the school and following the morning drop off
guidelines. Please can | reiterate the below points:

e For students arriving at school by their own transport, please arrive at the time given by
your class teacher. These times have been given to ensure we spread out the arrival times
of our students.

e When walking in, please remain 2 meters socially distanced from other students/families.




One parent can accompany a child from FS or KS1 (Year 1 and 2) inside the building and to
the classroom. For these parents dropping off, you must follow a one-way system down
the corridor and exit at a designated exit point.

No parent can exit back through the main reception.

Parents of year 3-6 students must not enter the school building, and must say goodbye
outside.

No strollers/pushchairs can be brought into the school building

Parents cannot wait in the reception area

Afternoon collection — Thank you for supporting the school and following the collection

guidelines. Over the last week, we have adapted our procedures slightly to ensure a smoother

transition. Please read carefully the points below:

For FS/KS1 parents, please do not try and enter the school gates until the exact time given
to you by your class teacher. The corridors will not open until the times below, and there is
nowhere for parents to wait inside the school building.

For KS2 parents, please do not enter the school gates until the time below. Your meeting
points are within the school grounds however they are not inside.

Earliest time to enter the school gates

FS1 12.15pm

FS2 1.15pm
Year 1 and 2 1.45pm
Year 3 and 4 2.45pm
Year 5 and 6 3.15pm

All students in year 3 and 4 will be walked by a teacher or TA outside of the school building
to the designated class collection point where parents can wait

All students in year 5 and 6 will exit the building at opposite ends. Year 5 will exit the stairs
by outdoor learning, year 6 will exit the stairs opposite the tennis courts

No student or parent can exit the school through the main reception doors

Siblings in FS/KS1 — If you drop-off or collect 2 or more children who are in FS or KS1, please

speak with a member of the leadership team who can support you with the best route to each

classroom.

Parent Lanyards — Thank you for your patience whilst the new parent lanyards are being printed

and distributed. These will be given out within the next few school days.




Arabic and Islamic Curriculum changes — Please find attached a letter outlining the new Arabic
and Islamic curriculum changes which have been given to schools in the UAE. The contact details
of the relevant leaders have been provided in this letter if you have any questions.

Week A/Week B — As Key Stage Two is currently on a 50/50 model of onsite and remote learning,
| wanted to clarify the Week A/B model. We have currently just finished Week B, where Ruby and
Onyx classes were in school on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday. Diamond and Emerald were in
school on Monday and Wednesday. Next week (Week Beginning 13" September) is week A,
where Diamond and Emerald are in school on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday. Ruby and Onyx will
be in school on Monday and Wednesday. Week A and B will continue to alternate.

Parent Meeting Requests — Currently, we are strongly advising that all parent meetings take place
either virtually (Zoom) or via a telephone call. In extreme circumstances when a face to face
meeting is needed, this meeting has to be pre-arranged. The member of staff has to inform the
reception team, and the parent has to show proof of the meeting to the security gate and
reception team. These meetings must take place in a meeting room on the ground floor. Parents
requesting to meet a member of staff without an organised meeting time will politely be asked to
leave.

Upcoming Dates

Sunday 20" September @9am and 5pm - New Families welcome Zoom. All new parents to WSO are

invited to join either the 9am or 5pm Zoom meeting to meet the Parent Ambassadors, Academy Leaders
and most importantly each other. Our wonderful Parent Ambassadors would like to welcome you all and
have some fun activities planned for the meeting.

Week Beginning 20" September - Meet the Teacher Virtual Event. Over the course of the week, each class

teacher will be hosting a live Meet the Teacher event, sharing important information with regards to the
year ahead. For parents not able to attend these live, they will be recorded and shared with you via
Seesaw. This session is an excellent opportunity to get to know our Primary teachers.

Date Time All Classes from:
Sunday 20" September 4pm Fs1
Sunday 20" September S5pm FS2
Monday 21 September 4pm Year 1
Monday 21 September S5pm Year 2
Tuesday 22" September 4pm Year 3
Tuesday 22" September S5pm Year 4
Wednesday 23" September 4pm Year 5
Wednesday 23" September 5pm Year 6




Thursday 15" October — Last day of Half Term

Leadership Team Contacts

If you have any questions or would like to speak with a member of the leadership team, please do not

hesitate to contact us:

Nathan Sadler

Primary Principal

Ellen Henretty

Mark Tiley

Hayley Tanser

Assistant Principal
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n.sadlerl_wso@gemsedu.com

Primary Vice Principal
e.henretty_wso@gemsedu.com

Sarah Hollingworth

Assistant Principal FS1& FS2
s.hollingworth_wso@gemsedu.com

Assistant Principal Y3 & Y4
m.iley_wso@gemsedu.com

Somar Mowakket

Deputy Principal Arabic and Islamic
s.mowakket_wso@gemsedu.com

h.tanser_wso@gemsedu.com

Bryan McAuley
Assistant Principal Y1 & Y2
b.mcauley_wso@gemsedu.com
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Jo Keydan

Primary Vice Principal
j.keydan_wso@gemsedu.com

Becky Lewis

Primary Vice Principal
b.lewis_wso@gemsedu.com

Anna-Michelle Clark

Assistant Principal Y5 & Y6
a.clark_wso@gemsedu.com

Jonathan Roberts

Assistant Principal
j.roberts_wso@gemsedu.com

Lisa McAuley

Primary SENCO (Inclusion Team)
s l.boer_wso@gemsedu.com

Head of Diamond House
Head of Emerald House
Head of Onyx House
Head of Ruby House
School Counsellor Primary

PO Box 49746, Dubai, United Arab Emirates
@ +971(0)4 515 9000 B +971(0)4 342 4412
@ gemswellingtonacademy-dso.com

Mr G Rowan

Ms J Kilsby

Ms J Saxton

Ms C Smith

Ms M Zakiuddin

g.rowan_wso@gemsedu.com
j.kilsby_wso@gemsedu.com
j.saxton_wso@gemsedu.com
c.smith_wso@gemsedu.com
m.zakiuddin_wso@gemsedu.com

B8 gemseducation.com
@ linkedin.com /company/gems-education
B3 @gems_wso E gemswso




As always, thank you for your continued support.

For those of you on Instagram, please do follow @primary_principalwso for frequent updates
from Primary and @gemswso for academy news.

Stay safe, and see you soon!

Kind Regards
Nathan Sadler

Primary Principal
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Earliest time to enter the school gates

FS1 12.15pm
FS2 1.15pm
Year 1and 2 1.45pm
Year 3 and 4 2.45pm
Year 5 and 6 3.15pm
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Date Time All Classes from:
Sunday 20" September 4pm Fs1
Sunday 20" September S5pm FS2
Monday 21 September 4pm Year 1
Monday 21 September S5pm Year 2
Tuesday 22" September 4pm Year 3
Tuesday 22" September 5pm Year 4

Wednesday 23" September 4pm Year 5
Wednesday 23" September 5pm Year 6
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Nathan Sadler

Primary Principal
n.sadlerl_wso@gemsedu.com

Ellen Henretty

Primary Vice Principal
e.henretty_wso@gemsedu.com

Sarah Hollingworth

Assistant Principal FS1& FS2
s.hollingworth_wso@gemsedu.com

Mark Tiley

Assistant Principal Y3 & Y4
m.tiley_wso@gemsedu.com

Somar Mowakket

Deputy Principal Arabic and Islamic
s.mowakket_wso@gemsedu.com

Hayley Tanser

Assistant Principal
h.tanser_wso@gemsedu.com

. Jo Keydan
e Primary Vice Principal
J.keydan_wso@gemsedu.com

Becky Lewis

Primary Vice Principal
b.lewis_wso@gemsedu.com

Bryan McAuley
Assistant Principal Y1 & Y2
b.mcauley_wso@gemsedu.com

Anna-Michelle Clark

Assistant Principal Y5 & Y6
a.clark_wso@gemsedu.com

Jonathan Roberts
Assistant Principal
j.roberts_wso@gemsedu.com
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Lisa McAuley

Primary SENCO (Inclusion Team)
|.boer_wso@gemsedu.com

Head of Diamond House Mr G Rowan g.rowan_wso@gemsedu.com
Head of Emerald House Ms J Kilsby j-kilsby_wso@gemsedu.com
Head of Onyx House Ms J Saxton j.saxton_wso@gemsedu.com
Head of Ruby House Ms C Smith c.smith_wso@gemsedu.com

School Counsellor Primary Ms M Zakiuddin m.zakiuddin_wso@gemsedu.com
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